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2. The earliest period of Germanic history. Proto-Germanic (PG).
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1.Modern Germanic languages.

English belongs to the Germanic group of languages, which is one (and
major) of the twelve groups in th eIndo-European linguistic famiily.

The Germanic languages are as follows:
English, German, Netherlandish, Afrikaans, Danish, Swedish, Norwegian, Icelandic,
Frisian, Faroese, Yiddish.

The total number of people speaking Germanic languages approaches 440
million.

2.The earliest period of Germanic history. Proto-Germanic (PG).

PG is the parent-language of the Germanic group. It is supposed to have split
from related IE tongues sometime between the 15th and 10th c. BC. The ancient Germans
settled on the southern coast of the Baltic sea. Then they extended over a larger territory
and the common period of their history came to an end.

The tri-partite division of the Germanic languages proposed bu the 19th c.
philologists corresponds, with a few ajustments, to Pliny’s grouping of the Teutonic
tribes. According to this division PG split into:
East Germanic (Vindili in Pliny’s classification), North Germanic (Hillevones), and
West Germanic (Ingveones, Istævones and Herminones).

The first mentions of Germanic tribes was made by Pitheas, a Greek historian
and geographer of the 4th c BC. In the 1st c. BC in Commentaries to the GallicWar Julius
Caesar described some militant Germanic tribes.

In the 1st c. AD Pliny the Elder in Natural History made a classified list of



Germanic tribes. A few decades later Tacitus compiled a detailed descrition of the life
and customs of the ancient Teutons and reproduced Pliny’s classification. F. Engels’
work “On the History of Ancient Germans” deascribes the evolution of the economic
and social structure of the Teutons and analyses Pliny’s classification Of the teutonic
tribes.
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3.Linguistic features of Germanic languages.

1) Phonetics.
The peculiar Germanic system of word accentuation.
In IE there existed two ways og accntuation: musical pitch and force stress. The

position of the stress was free and movable.
Both these properties changed in PG. Force stress became the only type of stress

used. In early PG the stress was movable, in late PG its position in the word stabilised
The stress was now fixed on the first syllable and could not move in form- or word-
building.

This played an important role in the development of Germanic languages: in the
development of stressed and unstressed vowels, in the development of unstressed
grammatical endings and suffixes.

Vowels.
Vowels underwent qualitattive, quantitative, positional and spontaneous

changes. Differentiation of long and short vowels is regarded as an important
characteristic of the Germanic group.



Independent Vowel Changes in Proto-Germanic

Change
illustrated

Examples

PIE PG Non-Germanic Germanic
Old Modern

o a L nox, Ir nochd, R
ночь
R могу; мочь

Gt nahts, O Icel nátt,
OHG naht
Gt magan, OE
maзan, mæз
O Icel mόðir, OE
mōdor
Gt broþar, O Icel
brόðir, OE brōðor

Sw natt, G Nacht Sw
må, NE may
Sw moder, NE
mother
Sw broder, NE
brothera: o: L mater, R мать

O Ind bhrāta, L
frater, R брат

Mutation of Vowels in Late PG

Change
illustrated

Examples
Non-Germanic Germanic

Old Modern

РIE

e

u

{
{

G
i

e

u

o

L ventus, R ветер

L edit, R ест
L edere, R есть

Lith sunus, R сын

Celt hurman

Gt winds, 0 Icel
vindr, OE wind
OHG izit, OE iteþ,
O Icel eta, OE etan
O Icel sunr, OE sunu

O Icel, OE horn

Sw vind, NE wind

G iβt, NE eats,
G essen, NE eat

Sw son, NE son

NE horn, Sw horn

2) Consonants
The first consonant shift, or Grimm’s law.



Consonant Shift in Proto-Germanic (Grimm's Law)

Correspondence illustra-
ted

Examples
Non-

Germanic
Germanic

Old Modern
PIE PG

ACT I
p L pes, pedis Gt fōtus, O Icel

fótr, OE fōt
Sw fot, NE foot
G Fuβ

p f R пена OE fām G Feim, NE foam
L piscis, R
пескарь

Gt fisks, OE fisc G Fisch, NE fish

t θ L tres, R три Gt þreis, O Icel þrir,
OE þrēo

Sw tre, G drei, NE
three

L tu, Fr tu, R
ты

Gt þu, OE þū G Sw du, NE thou

k x
L cor, cordis,
Fr coeur, R
сердце

Gt hairto, O Icel
hjarta, OE heort G Herz, NE heart

L canis R
колода

Gt hunds, OE hund
OE holt

G Hund, NE hound
G Holz, NE holt

ACT II
b p Lith balà, R

болото L
labare, R
слабый

OHG pfuol, OE pōl
Gt slepan, OE
slǽpan

G Pfuhl, NE pool
G schlafen, NE
sleep

d t L decem, Fr
dix,

Gt taíhun, O Icel tíu,
OE tien

Sw tio, G zehn,

R десять NE ten
Fr deux, R
два

OE twā NE two

L edere, R еда Gt itan, OE etan Sw äta, NE eat
L vidēre, R
ведать,
видеть

OE witan G wissen, NE wit

g k L genu, Fr
genou

OE cnēo, Gt kniu NE knee, G Knie

L iugum, R
иго

Gt juk, O Icel ok, OE
зеос

Sw ok, NE yoke



ACT III
bhl v O Ind bhrāta,

L frater, R
брат

Gt broþar, O Icel
bróðir, OE brōþor

Sw broder, G
Bruder, NE brother

L ferre,
R.беру

Fr future, R
быть

Gt baíran, OE be-ran
OHG bin, bíst, OE
bēon

G gebären, NE
bear
G bin, bist, NE be

dh ð O Ind rudhira,
R рдеть

Gt rauþs, O Icel
rauðr, OE rēad

G rot, Sw röd, NE
red

O Ind
mádhyas,

L medius
R делать

Gt midjis [ð], OE
middle
Gt gadeþs, OE dǽd,
dōn

G Mittel, NE
middle
NE deed, do

gh γ L hostis, R
гость

L (leg-)
lectus, R
залегать

Gt gasts, O Icel
gestr, OE giest
Gt ligan [γ], O Icel
liggja, OE liсзаn

Sw gäst, G Gast,
NE guest
G liegen, NE lie

O Ind vaha,.L
via, R
везти

Gt wiga [γ], О Iсеl
vegr, OE we3

Sw väg, G Weg,
NE way

1-It is assumed that PIE contained sets of aspirated plosives opposed to pure non-
aspirated plosives: [bh, dh, gb] vs [b, d, g] as well as [ph, th, kh] vs [p, t, k]. The
voiceless [ph, th, kh] are not included in the shift, since they behaved like the
corresponding pure plosives [p, t, k] and probably were not distinguished in West IE.

By the terms of Grimm’s law voiceless plosives developed in PG into voiceless
fricatives (ACT I), IE voiced plosives were shifted to voiceless plosives (ACT II), and
IE voiced aspirated plosives were reflected either as voiced fricatives or as pure voiced
plosives (ACT III).

Cases which contradict the Grimm’s law. Voicing of fricatives in PG, or K.
Verner’s law.

K.Verner’s law: all the Early PG voiceless fricatives [f, θ, x] which arose under
Grimm’s law and also [s] inherited from PIE, became voiced between vowels if the
preceding vowel was unstressed, in the absence of these conditions they remained
voiceless.



Voicing of Fricatives in Proto-Germanic (Verner's Law)

Change
illustrated

Examples

PIE PG Non-
Germanic

Germanic

Early
Late

old modern

P f>v L caput Gt haubiþ, O Sw huvud, G
Icel haufoð, OE hēafod
[v]

Haupt, NE head

L septern Gt sibun, OE seofon
[v]

G sieben, NE seven

t θ>ð,d O Ind Gt hund, O Icel G Hundert, Sw
satam, hundrað, OE hundrade, NE
R сто hund hundred
L pater, Gt fadar [ð], O Icel G Vater, Sw fader,
O Ind pitā faðir, OE fæder NE fаthеr

k x > γ, g L cunctāri O Icel hanga, OE
han3ian

Sw hänga, NE hang

L socrus,
R свекровь

Gt swaíhro, OHG
swigur, OE sweзer

G Schwager

s s > z L auris, Gt auso, O Icel Sw öra, G Ohr,
Lith ausis eyra, OE ēare NE ear

(Note: [z] in many languages became [r]) Rhotacism.

Grammar.

Form-building means, synthetic and analytical languages.
Both PG and OG languages had a synthetic grammatical structure, which means

that the relationshops between the parts of the sentence were shown by the forms of the
words rather than their position or bi auxiliary words.

Synthetic means of form-building: inflective, suppletive, reduplication, vowel
gradation, or ablaut.

Ablaut is an independent vowel interchange unconnected with any phonetic
conditions. Ablaut was inherited by Germanic from ancient PG. The principal gradation
series used in the IE languages – [e~o]- can be shown in Russian examples: нести -
ноша. Qualitative and quantitative ablaut. In qualitative ablaut vowels differ only in
their quality. Alteration of short and long vowels, and also alteration with zero represent
quantitative ablaut. L. Lēgi ‘elected’ – lego ‘elect’, R. беру - сбор.



Gradation series in Gothic strong verbs.

Examples of Vowel Gradation in Gothic Strong Verbs

IE e o zero zero
PG e/i a zero zero

Principal
forms

infinitive Past sg Past pl Participle II

Class 1
Class 2
Class 3

reisan
кiusan
bindan

rais
kaus
band

risum
kusum
bundum

risans NE rise
kusans choose
bundans bind

Strong and weak verbs.
The terms were proposed by J.Grimm. The srong verbs built their proncipal

forms with the help of root vowel interchanges plus certain grammatical endings. The
week verbs are a specifically Germanic innovation, they built the Past Tense and the
Participle II by insertiong the dental suffix between the root and the ending.

Simplification of word structure in late PG. Role of stem-suffixes in the
formation of declensions.

Originally, in Early PG the word consisted of three main component parts: the
root, the stem-suffix and the grammatical ending. In Late PG the old stem-suffix lost
its derivational force and merged with other components of the word. The word was
simplified: the three-morpheme structure was transformed into a two-morpheme
structure: stem+grammaticacl ending. e.g. PG *fisk-a-z, Gt fisks (NE fish).

Most nouns and adjectives in PG, and also many verbs, had stem-forming
suffixes; according to them they fell into groups or classes: a-stems, i-stems, ō-stems,
etc. This grouping accounts for the formation of different declensions in nouns and
adjectives, and for some differences in the conjugation of verbs.

1.Periodisation of the History of English.

Periodisation of the History of English

I Early OE (also: Pre-writ- ten
OE)

с. 450 - с. 700

OLD
ENGLISHII OE (also: Written OE) с. 700 - 1066

III Early ME 1066 - с. 1350
MIDDLE
ENGLISHIV ME (also: Classical ME) c. 1350 -1475



V Early NE 1476 - с. 1660

NEW
ENGLISH

VI Normalisation Period (also:
Age of Correctness, Neo-
Classical period)

с. 1660 - с. 1800

VII Late NE, or Mod E
(including Present-day
English

с. 1800 ......
since 1945 .. . .

Commonly accepted traditional periodisation divides the History of English into
three periods: Old English, Middle English, New English. Futher subdivision give
seven subperiods: Early Old English and Anglo-Saxon, Early Middle English and
Middle English; Early New English, Normalisation Period and Modern English. Henry
Sweet’s phono-morphological periodisation is based on the state of unstressed endings.
OE – the period of full endings: singan, sunu (‘sing’, ‘son’)/ ME – the period of levelled
endings: singen, sune. ModE – the period of lost endings –sing, son.

2.Pre-Germanic Britain.

The history of the English language begins with the invasion of the British Isles
by Germanic tribes in the 5th c.

Pre-Germanic Britain was inhabited by the Celts. Celtic languages: the Gaelic
and Britonnic branches. The Gaelic branch has survived as Irish (or Erse) in Ireland,
has expanded to Scotland as Scotsch-Gaelic of the Highlands and is still spoken by a
few hundred people on the Isle of Man (Manx). The Brotonnic branch is represented
by Kymric or Welsh in modern Wales, and by Breton or Armorican in modern France
in the area called Bretagne where the Celts came as emigrants from Britain in the 5th c.
Another Britonnic dialect – Cornish – was spoken in Cornwall untill the end of the 18th
c.

The Roman occupation in Britain.
In the 1st c. B.C. having occupied Gaul Julius Caesar made two raids on Britain,

in 55 and 54 B.C., and failed to subjugate Britain. In A.D. 43 Britain was invaded by
Roman legions under Emperor Claudius and made a province of the Roman Empire.
The Roman occupation lasted nearly 400 years. In A.D. 410, the Rpman troops were
withdrawn to Rome by Constantine.

Germanic settlement of Britain.
The first wave of the Invaders, the Jutes or the Frisians occupied the extreme

south-east: Kent and the Isle of Wight. The secong wave made up of the Saxons settled
along the south coast and on both banks of the Thames. Last came the Angles and made
their landing on the east coast and moved to the central parts of the island.

Formation of Germanic states.
Germanic tribes founded large kingdoms: the most powerful of them being



Wessex, Anglia, Mercia, Northumbria and Kent.
The beginning of English.
Geographic separarion from the Germanic tribes as well as mixture and

unification of people played an importatn role in thw development of a new Germanic
language - English

Economic, historic and cultural situation.
The period from the 5th till the 11th century was a transitional period from the

tribal and slave-owning society to feudalism. The basic economic unit was the feudal
manor, a self-contained economic unit. Tribal division was gradually superseded by
local division into shires and townships.

Rise of Wessex. The role of the West Saxon dialect in IX - XI centuries.
Four of the kingdoms at various times secured superiority in the country: Kent,

Northumbria and Mercia in Early OE, pre-written period; and Wessex – all through the
period of WrittenOE.

Scandinavian invadors.
In the 8th c. Raider from Scandinaviamade their first attacks on England. The

struggle lasted over 300 years. The Scandinavians subdued Northumbria and East
Anglia, ravaged Mercia and advanced on Wessex. Wessex stood at the head of the
resistance Under King Alfred by the peace treaty of 878 England was divided into two
parts: Danelaw – under Danish control – and south-wesern half – under the leadership
of Wessex. In 1017 uder Canute, the danish king, England became a part of Danish
Empire/ On Canute’s death in 1035 England regained political independence.

The introduction of Christianity.
The first attempt was made in the 6th c. Missioneries from Rome came to Kent,

made Canterbury their center, expanded to Kent, East Anglia, Essex. Misionaries from
Ireland brought the Celtic variety of Christianity to Northumbria. The introduction of
Christianity gave a strong impetus to the growth of culture and learning.

Old English dialects.
The following four principal OE dialects are commonly distinguished: Kentish,

West Saxon, Mercian, Northumbrian.
Writings in Old English.
Runic inscriptions. Old English manuscripts.”Anglo-Saxon Chronicles”, King

Alfrred’s translations, “Pastoral Care”, Aelfric’s works, Wulfstan’s homilies.. Old
English poetry. “Beowulf”.

Old English alphabet and pronunciation.

Old English Alphabet
a n [n], [ŋ]
æ
b o
с [k] or Ik'] p



d r
e s [s] or [z]
f [f] or [v] t
з [g], [g’], [γ] or [j] þ ð [ð] or [θ]
h [x], [x']or [h] u
i w
1 x
m y [y]

The lenghth of vowels is shown by a macron: bát [ba:t], NE boat, or by a line
above the letter. Long consonants are indicated by double letters.

The letters f, s and ð or þ stand for voiced fricatives between vowels and also
between a vowel a a voiced consonant; otherwise they indicate corresponding voicelrss
fricatives.

The letter з stands for [g] initially before back vowels, for [j] before and after
front vowels, for [γ] between back vowels and for [g’] mostly when preceded by c.

Ōhthere sæde his hlāforde Ælfrēde
[′o:xtxere ′sæ:de his ′xla:vorde ′æIfre:de]

“Ohthere said (to) his lord Alfred

суninзе þæt hē ealra Norðmanna norþmest
[′kyniŋge θæt he: ′ealra ′norθֽmānna ′norþmest]

king that he (of) all Northmen to the North

būde ... þā fōr he зiet norþyhte
[′bu:de θa: fo:r he: jiet ′norθ,ryx’te]

lived (had lived). Then sailed he yet (farther) northwards

swā feor swā hē meahte on þǽm
[swa: feor swa: he: ′meaxte on θæ:m]

as far as he migtit (could) in the

ōþrum þtīm daзum зesiзlan.
[′о:ðrum dayum θri:m ′daγum je′siγlan]

other three days sail".

Old English Phonetics
Plan

1. Word stress.
2. Origin of OE vowels.
3. Origin of OE consonants.
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